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PREFACE. 



The essays here published relate to colonial fiscal 
systems so widely different that it has not been found 
practicable for the writers to follow the same plan. 
All have, however, tried to keep clearly in mind the 
relations of colony to mother country and to call atten- 
tion especially to peculiarities in the systems. 

Some of the essays were finished several months ago ; 
others, owing to difficulty in securing material or to 
other causes, have been lately written. 1 For this reason, 
and still more from the difficulty in securing material, 
it will be found that the statistics do not in all cases 
cover the same time, nor are they all up to date, though 
it is thought that in no case has any late change in the 
system been made so material that the conclusions 
drawn would be particularly affected. 

In many instances, probably in most, it has been very 
difficult, sometimes it has proved impossible, to secure 
the best material. The colonial statutes and reports, 
even some of the handbooks, are to be had only from 
the colonies concerned ; and the time required to secure 
them, as well as the difficulty of getting information 
regarding their cost, seemed too great to make it wise 
to order. In such cases the writers have had to depend 
largely on general handbooks. It is hoped, neverthe- 
less, that the information here gathered may be of real 
service. 

Jeremiah W. Jenks, 

Chairman. 

Ithaca, June 20, igoo. 

[' The essay on Spanish Colonial Policy was not received until the 
Report of the Committee had been printed. — c. h. h.] 



